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whether she belonged to a humble working class family or was a daughter of Lady Vere de Vere. Hearing the name of an Indian woman you could, within certain limits, tell her class and standing.
Suppose  I  was told   that   there were  seven Indian   women   in   the   next   room,   and   that their names were Bhukla, Maryam, Shirin Bai, Saraswati   Bai,   Phul   Mani   Basi,   Karsimat-un-nisa,   and   Parmeshri    Debi.     Among   these    I should at once pick  out  Shirin Bai as  a Pars! woman.,   Shirin   being   one   of  the   heroines   of Persian  history  and  romance.    Saraswati   Bai  I should  say  was  a   Hindu   woman   of  Southern India,   probably   a   Maratha,   the   suffix   "Bai" being   characteristic   of  Southern   and   Western India,  and  Saraswati,  the name   of  the   Hindu goddess, showing that the bearer of the name is not a Parsi.    Karamat-un-nisa is unquestionably a Muhammadan woman of the better classes, for they look upon it as a mark of gentility to adopt high-sounding Arabic names which are really titles, this particular name signifying " A miracle among women."    Maryam might be a Muhammadan of the humbler classes, as it is an Arabic name with no flourishes, or she might be a native Christian, rejoicing   in  the  Oriental  form  of the  English Christian   name   Mary,    Dhukia   is   probably   a lower-class   Hindu   woman,   maybe   a   peasant. Among such persons the every-day names are either nicknames or simple unmeaning words of one or two syllables, such as Lado.    Phul Mani